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Outwood Primary School

Policy on Religious Education (RE)
INTENT
Religious Education is an important element in the broad and balanced curriculum we provide at Outwood Primary School. Through our RE curriculum, we provide opportunities to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of world religions and reflect on the challenging questions that it provokes. At Outwood, we will have a particular focus on those that are the main faiths of children within our school; Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Christianity. We want the children to develop an understanding of religious traditions, and an appreciation of cultural differences in the UK today. We encourage the children to reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help the children to learn from religions as well as about religions and to use all this knowledge to become reflective and empathetic members of society. 

The legal position of religious education


Our school curriculum for RE meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all children, including those in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, although only after they have given written notice to the school governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the school governors. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our school's spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RE curriculum follows closely Stockport’s Agreed Syllabus, and it meets all the requirements set out in that document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the main, Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions. 
Implementation 

At Outwood Primary, we have a progressions map that guides teachers in the big questions they have to explore over the year. 

· Autumn term, questions associated with “believing”.

· Spring term they explore “expressing”.

· Summer term questions related to “Living”. 
We use our RE progression knowledge and skills documents to create long term curriculum maps that make meaningful links where possible in order to deepen learning and understanding. From these maps, teachers create medium term plans with a clear sequence of lessons that leads to a final piece or end points. At Outwood, we want all our RE lessons to be challenging, inspiring creative and fun. To inspire curiosity, Big Questions are used for each topic to develop questioning skills and deepen learning. Individual lessons will have clear learning intentions based on knowledge and underpinned with skills. Lessons may use chilli challenges where appropriate. Lessons will incorporate key questions, differentiation, specific vocabulary and expected outcomes. The children complete work in their foundation book. Throughout the topic, work is displayed on the learning journey wall. 
All children will be take part in RE lessons irrespective of race, nationality, gender, creed and level of ability and learning style. Some examples of approaches that may be used are drama activities, co-operative small group work, using observational skills and primary and sources, individual and group enquiry, exploring books and using technology. 
The subject leader will monitor plans, books and lessons termly. 

Impact
By the end of year 6, the children at Outwood Primary School will be able to articulate, with confidence, their ideas about religions, beliefs and spirituality – and then to change their minds, if they choose to do so. We want the children, by the end of their Outwood journey, to come have a readiness to participate in life in modern, diverse Britain and in a plural world. 
Throughout the year, the teacher’s assess the children’s knowledge and skills. During lessons the children can self-assess their work using the traffic light system when and where appropriate. At the end of the year teacher’s input data onto SIMS and these are stored in the assessment file. This is monitored by the RE subject leader. 
Monitoring and review
It is the responsibility of the subject leader to monitor the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in RE. The subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in their teaching, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for RE in the school. The subject leader has an action plan and strategic discussion tool that gives the Head teacher clear information on the progress of RE in school.
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